JACK BIRD
which occasioned him to labour with all his might for an
hour, which was as long as the sentence was to continue.
Having overcome this difficulty, he plied his business
very well the remaining part of the year, when being released
he returned into England, with a resolution to try his
fortune on the highway. Near St Edmundsbury he stole
a horse, and he had before provided half-a-dozen good
pistols and a sword. Success attended him in his three or
four first robberies, but an unlucky adventure soon brought
about a turn in his affairs.
In the road between Gravesend and Chatham he met
with one Mr Joseph Pinnis, a pilot of Dover, who had lost
both his hands in an engagement. He had been at London
to receive ten or twelve pounds for carrying a Dutch ship
up the river. When Bird accosted him with the salutation
common to gentlemen of his profession, " You see, sir,"
quoth Pinnis, " that I have never a hand; so that I am not
able to take my money out of my pocket myself. Be so kind,
therefore, as to take the trouble of searching me." Jack
soon consented to this very reasonable request; but while
he was very busy in examining the contents of the pilot's
purse the boisterous old tar suddenly clapped his arms
about his neck, and spurring his own horse pulled our
adventurer from his; then falling directly upon him, and
being a very strong man, he kept him under, and mauled him
with his stirrups, which were plated. In the midst of the
scuffle some passengers came by, and inquired the occasion
of it. Mr Pinnis replied with telling them the particulars
and desiring them to supply his place, and give the villain
a little more of the same, adding that he was almost out of
breath with what he had done already. When the company
understood what was the reason of the pilot's labouring so
hard upon the bones of our ruffian they apprehended him,
and carried him before a justice, who committed him to
Maidstone Jail, where he continued till the assizes, and then
was condemned to be hanged.
This time Jack had the good fortune to receive mercy,
and afterwards to obtain his liberty. The remembrance
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